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Publishes short-format innovative and cutting-edge research in 
aquatic sciences

Fully Open Access journal

Impact Factor: 7.8;  #1 Limnology and #2 Oceanography

Article types: 
• Letters – original research; max 3,000 words

• Essay – pieces to stimulate discussion, debate or research; max 2,500 
words

• Current evidence – syntheses of the state of the art; 5,000-7,000 
words

• Data article – dataset descriptors



The ECPH was conceived and is managed by ASLO’s Raelyn 
Cole Editorial (RCE) Fellows to support publication of 

innovative research in the aquatic sciences by ECRs who have 
no funding or prospects for securing funding to pay the cost of 

open-access publication.



First call – 2020
• 72 applications

• 19 different countries

• 7 publications



Second call – 2022 (ongoing)
• 42 applications

• 10 different countries

• 5 publications so far



Calls open every other year. The third ECPH call will be 
released in late spring/early summer 2024! Be sure to follow 
the Raelyn Cole Fellows on X (@rcef_also) for the call release 

and details!

A Q&A session will be organized for those who want to know 
more about the opportunity (details provided in the call 

announcement).



ECPH Benefits

• Waiver of the APC to L&O Letters ($ 3,360)

• Support from a RCE Fellow with a pre-submission 
manuscript friendly review

• Publicity of accepted papers 

Being awarded the ECPH does not guarantee publication in L&O Letters – 
your manuscript must be approved by the journal’s peer review process



The manuscript 
acceptance rate for L&O 
Letters varies; 35-50% in 
the past four years. For 
ECPH submissions, the 

2022 rate is 45%



ECPH Eligibility criteria

• Students/ECRs with most advanced degree awarded after May 2014 
(career breaks exempted – email rcef.aslo@gmail.com)

mailto:rcef.aslo@gmail.com


ECPH Eligibility criteria

• Fit the scope and scientific merit required of L&O Letters publications

The journal has a fairly broad scope and is interested in submissions from fields aren’t 
often featured in the journal!



ECPH Eligibility criteria

• Demonstrate financial need

Do you or your supervisor have funds that can be used to cover the article processing 
charges (APC) of an Open Access manuscript?

Have you applied for external sources of funding to pay for APCs and are waiting to hear 
back?

Does your current institution (or the institution where you conducted the study described 
in the application, if you’ve moved since) have an agreement with any publisher that 
would cover the APC for an Open Access publication?



ECPH Eligibility criteria

• Lead author (joint first authorship allowed for another ECR)

• Corresponding author (can be shared with supervisor)



Clarification – types of authorship

• First (lead) author – the person who did most of the work

Joint first authorship is accepted if between 2 ECRs; second ECR must be named in the 
application and any scored criteria (e.g., GS x GN) will be the average score for the two ECRs

• Co-author – other scientists who made various contributions to the work; no 
limit to the number of co-authors  

• Last author – often considered the mentor or PI in the project

• Corresponding author – the person who handles the peer review process, is 
responsible for the publication’s content, and corresponds with readers

Supervisor can also be a corresponding author but the ECR must complete the peer review



ECPH Eligibility criteria

• Meet L&O Letters data publication requirement

The journal requires that authors make their data/metadata that support the findings of 
their articles available in a publicly accessible repository that issues a DOI for the dataset. 

It also require that you cite the data in your literature cited section of your manuscript. 

Authors are also encouraged to make their research fully reproducible by providing not 
only data and metadata, but also code and input files to recreate the paper’s results.

https://aslopubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/lol2.10252 

https://aslopubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/hub/journal/23782242/about/author-guidelines#data 

https://aslopubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/lol2.10252
https://aslopubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/hub/journal/23782242/about/author-guidelines#data


ECPH Eligibility criteria

• Ability to meet the submission deadline to L&O Letters (1 June 2025)

You do not need a finished manuscript to apply, but any practical work, analyses, and 
writing activities that still need to be completed must be finished within the following 10 
months.

Manuscripts will need to be submitted to L&O Letters by 1 June 2025. The friendly 
review conducted by the Raelyn Cole Editorial Fellows should happen prior to that 
date. 



Image source: 
https://globalsouthseries.in/jindal-centre-for-the-global-south-jcgs/ 

ECPH Additional criteria

• Geographical location of institution where the work was conducted

Scientific research is underfunded in countries of the Global South (as defined by the 
UN’s World Economic Situation and Prospects 2021, Statistical annex, Table C - 
Developing Economies by region, page 126). Applications describing work conducted 
in a Global South country or in the Ukraine will be given priority.

https://globalsouthseries.in/jindal-centre-for-the-global-south-jcgs/
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/WESP2021_ANNEX.pdf
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dpad/wp-content/uploads/sites/45/WESP2021_ANNEX.pdf


ECPH Additional criteria

• Members of groups historically underrepresented in STEM

Defined broadly to include race, gender, disability, first generation, or any other 
identity component not typically represented in STEM.

0

Image source: 
https://whitmanwire.com/news/2016/10/27/struggles-in-stem/  

https://whitmanwire.com/news/2016/10/27/struggles-in-stem/


How to apply

• Applications are submitted via a Google Form

If you do not have access to Google in your country you can 
submit a PDF of the application to rcef.aslo@gmail.com 

• What the application will look like:

mailto:rcef.also@gmail.com




Main sections of the application – applicant(s)



Main sections of the application – applicant(s)



Main sections of the application – applicant(s)



Main sections of the application – applicant(s)

https://aslopubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/hub/journal/23782242/about/author-guidelines#Articletypes

https://aslopubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/hub/journal/23782242/about/author-guidelines#Articletypes


Main sections of the application: short-answer questions

https://aslopubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/hub/journal/23782242/about/author-guidelines#Scientificsignificance

https://aslopubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/hub/journal/23782242/about/author-guidelines#Scientificsignificance


Main sections of the application: short-answer questions



Main sections of the application: short-answer questions



Main sections of the application: short-answer questions

https://aslopubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/lol2.10252

https://aslopubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/hub/journal/23782242/about/author-guidelines#data

https://aslopubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/lol2.10252
https://aslopubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/hub/journal/23782242/about/author-guidelines#data


Main sections of the application: optional questions



Main sections of the application: optional questions



Main sections of the application: optional questions



Main sections of the application: financial need



For more information

• Send any questions to the Raelyn Cole Fellows’ email rcef.aslo@gmail.com 

• Follow the Raelyn Cole Fellows on X (ex-Twitter) @rcef_also

mailto:rcef.also@gmail.com


Useful websites and links
• L&O Letters guidelines to authors -

https://aslopubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/hub/journal/237
82242/about/author-guidelines

• Raelyn Cole Editorial Fellowship -
https://www.aslo.org/opportunities-in-aslo/raelyn-cole-
editorial-fellowship/ @rcef_aslo  rcef.aslo@gmail.com

• ASLO peer reviewer ECR list -
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdoIiMA_jgz
60IiPLR0v0rA5xY2KmQHGnORts8ZCo-AxJVnkQ/viewform

https://aslopubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/hub/journal/23782242/about/author-guidelines
https://aslopubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/hub/journal/23782242/about/author-guidelines
https://www.aslo.org/opportunities-in-aslo/raelyn-cole-editorial-fellowship/
https://www.aslo.org/opportunities-in-aslo/raelyn-cole-editorial-fellowship/
mailto:rcef.aslo@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdoIiMA_jgz60IiPLR0v0rA5xY2KmQHGnORts8ZCo-AxJVnkQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdoIiMA_jgz60IiPLR0v0rA5xY2KmQHGnORts8ZCo-AxJVnkQ/viewform
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