TRU‘E CoNFESSIO_IVS;

1 am an Impaired Mass CommuniCator

.\ sPccial evening session with indcpcndcnt filmmaker, Randy Olson
Thursclay E_vcning (8~i (0] FM), March 6,in Comccrence Ccntcr Room W i 091:7

5cientist~turnecLFilmmakcr Dr. Randy Olsonwill confess all with a Prcscntation of some
of his films and videos. [t bcgins with this true confession of what he will talk about:

|'m a former scientist and an imPairecl mass communicator ((M(C). | made a movie called "[Flock of

Doclos", ]'vc won about 50 awards as a Filmmakcr, '

and Plagcc‘ my movies at festivals from T ribeca to
T elluride, but still | realize |'m stuck with certain
Prob!cms when it comes to mass

communication. | he Problcms are the result of
things | did to my brain (non~drug related) many
years ago in earning my FPh.D. which can't be
reversed. ] sometimes think | m a great mass
communicator (GMC) but my friends in Ho”gwooc‘ from film school are qwcl( to Pomt out the
ways in which ] m not (IMC +cvr). 50 ] ve Flnallg come to acccPt this and work around it. ]n this
talk 'll tell about mgjourncg of self-realization as an IMC, how two decades of abuse in
Ho"gwooc‘ has brought me to this, and hoPeFu”g share some wisdom to helP other academics
realize the multitude of ways in which thcg, too,are Al L IMC's (sorrg, no cxccPtions) clcsPitc
their Prodigious brain power.

Ranclg earned his PhD at [Harnvard in E_vo]utionarg biology and
was on the Faculty at the Univcrsity of New Hampsl’tirc before
clﬂanging Pro{:cssions. His movie, “[ock of PDodos: Tﬁc Evo/ution
-/ntc//1"gcntDcs{gn Circus’ is currcntlg airing on Showtime and is
available tl'xroug}'l Netflix and at Blockbuster
(http://www.ﬂockomcclodos.com/). His second Fu”-lcngtl'r maovie,
“5/'zz/c”, “a mockumentarg about the making of a documentarg about

113 BYOLUTIN) = WIFSLLIGENT D3I $3a03 global warming is inthe final stages of com Plction.



[He is one of the founders and main filmmaker for the 5/7/3“;5'1}755356/1}765 Ocean Media /Dr—o/cct
(httP://www.shi)ctingbaseIines.org/inclex.!:)h’p). Shi{:ting Baselines is a "media Prcject" —a

Par‘tnershil:) between ocean conservation and Ho"gwoocl to hc|P bring attention to the severitg of

ocean dedline.

[His short video, “Shifting Baselines in the Surf” co~Proc]ucec| with the Surfrider Foundation and

m‘m Fcaturing the song, “Times | ike T hese,” by Jack Johnson gives a good view
| = e N N ; A >

- - of how our environmental perspective can £ I; r l T ‘_[I,"JJY I—]J FJ ( ‘ pred
become dePendent upon our immediate view, LMLy Florl
such as seeing beach closures for health £
L‘: ' L -

advisories and l—lcPatitis shots for young surfers as part of the normal
condition. Another short video, T he Tin3 FishPSA gives a
humorous view of ’ciny fish as bcing “big” in recent PcrsPcc’cive. Hc is
currcntlg complcting avideo for the Fugct Sound Fartncrship which
will feature the Fearl \)am song, " Occans."

from the scientific communlty and Ho"ywoocl celebrities to
hclP build better mass communication about ocean issues. }:or
instance in March
2004, 5/7/&/175
Pasclines Prcscntcd

Ho”gwood Occan
ngl’lt sPonsorcd by

Worlcl Wllc”nce ]:uncl and )Ccaturmg scientists like Jcrcmg '
Jackson, Damcl Faulg, Carl Samcma, and ScmPPs Dxrcctor

C hares K ennel with film Proclucers, directors, and actors. “|n Ho“gwoocl we are sometimes treated to

advance warnings of serious issues to come,” Dustin [loffman said at Ho”gwood Ocean Nigl'ﬂ:. «

think this cvcning {s-our waming forwhat is headed our way in the oceans.”

Find out from Randy how and why he makes these
movies and the importance of better communication of
science to a broader public audience.



